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Lucius of Britain was the world’s first Christian k ing, AD 100s

by The National CV Group

In order to support the claim in the title of thiece, reference can be made first to
Cambria Triumphans or Britain in its Perfect Lustlsy Percy Enderbie. This is what
amounted to an official history of Britain publigh# London in 1661. The volume
was dedicated to King Charles Il, who had comééothrone only the year before,
when monarchy had been restored in Britain aftetGlromwellian republican
interregnum.

On page 126 of Enderbie’s book there is this lisTlristian archbishops of London
from the time of King Lucius:

—

126 lee Anczent zmd Moderne le III

Archbxﬁlops of London frorn the time of ng Lm:zm
- untill thecoming of the Saxons. .

Thean.
‘Clavns
Cador.
Obinus.
Conanns.
Paladins.
Stephanns.

‘j"emt.

Dedwinus.
10 Thedredus.
xy Hillarins . S ' |
12 Guidilinus ' ‘ |
13 Vodinus,who lived when the Sexs
furft entred the Land. ~

O O\ OWIA W B

How is it that Ehderbie can claim that there WehEiﬁian archbishops in London in
the time of King Lucius, which was in the AD 100%d who was King Lucius
anyway?
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Roman influence in Britain in the first and secaethturies AD was of course strong,
but it was a rough ride for the Romans for decadies the invasion of AD 43 by the
Emperor Claudius, with local kingship surviving.riexample, Enderbie has this to
say in reference to a round of suppressive militatyon by the Roman general Julius
Agricola, which culminated in peace in Britain ilDA86:

e

 About thigtime, Aroviragus a Brittain by birth and educution, did Guovern asKing part
\of the Ifle of Brittan ¢ the Romans acconnting it a point of policy .to ptrmit the Brittains
fometimes to be raled by Princes of their own Nation, whofe Aid and Connfel thay might ufe
(upon occafions) to the pacifying of Rebellion, and the tfablifhing of. cheir own greatnefle:
For the common people (whofc affe@iondoth oftentimes fway the Fortunes of Prihees) are
much more eafily brought ‘under the Obedience of iheir own Countrymen then of
Scrangers. SR e e g e e

’. 3
A T L

Enderbie gives the same royal lineage as othecesut for example Tysilio
[Appendix 1] and Holinshed [Appendix II]. The ling as follows:

Cymbeline, Guiderius, Arviragus, Marius, Coel | & Lucius

Tysilio, Holinshed and Enderbie also agree thagKincius wrote to the Bishop of
Rome, Eleutherius, asking to become a Christiam §gppendices]. Eleutherius,
incidentally, called the British ‘Gens Bruti, th&-spring and Nation of Brute’, to
guote Enderbie, a reference to Britain’s Trojarithge [see More 22]. Here is how
Enderbie describes the situation regarding Lucilestsr:

LisIIL

: 139

wteh abhamaalhen aa et X -

King Lusius of Brittain did write to the Pope of Rome in the year of the Incarhation of o
Lord 136. thac by his order and command he mightbe a C{mriﬁian.Thc M. S. z‘l;?::i:ui?il::
of !;hc’churc_h of Landaffmore aneienc in probable judgment then St.Bedr;and writren by a
Brictain, which (hould notbe ignorant in that the greateft bufineffe of his Country, giveth
the {ame teftimony of the (amie year 156, The ancient author of the Brittifh Hiftory alfoa
Brittain maketh KiLucigs a chriftian inand before this year 156 in dire& termes. So Teflify-

~ eth the old Hiftory called Brutus, ancient Records belonging to Guild-ball in London, the
Antiquitics of St. Edwards lawes, Goceline in the life of St. dug«fo writeth Naucl, and di-
vers ancient {n.arrl,mfc:rip”c writers, whichI have feen, faich the learned Mr.Br. :

Brittifh and Welfb Hiftory.

William Camden in higritannia of 1586, agrees about the appeal to Rome:
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The Chri- At this time, the Clouds of Superftition and Ig-
JHian Reli- morance began to difperfe, and, by the meansof
gionin Bri- K. Lucins, the Light ot the Chriftian Religion began
tain. to fhine in this Ifland.  That King admiring the In-
tegrity and Holinefs of the Chrithans, fent Elusanses

and Mednanns, Britans, to Pope Eleutherus, intreat-

ing him, that He and his Subje&s might be inftru-

See the Hi- €ted 11 the Chrifhian Religion. Upon this, the Pope
ftory of Lu- immediately difpatch’d Fugatises and Donatianus,two
cius inStil- holy Men, with Letters, which are yet extant, and
ling. Orig. credited by many Perfons, Dated in the 24 Conful-
Briv. p. 67. thip of L. Aureliss Commodsss and Vefpronins ; and
{‘["“; 3P by thefc the King and others were inftruéted in the
Antis of Myfteries of the Cliiftian Faith. ~ As for thefe who
the g;irifh calb in queftion this Story of Lucius, as 1f there had
Churches, Lecn no fuch King at that time 1 Britain, T wou'd
e 15, . bave ‘am remember, That by an old Cuftom the
Romans

Romars in Brifain, 22

Romans werg wont_ to have Kings as. Toals of Ser-
vitude 1n their Provinces ; that at, that_tyme. the Bii-

That King Lucius did indeed write to the BishopRdme is well-attested, not least
via materials in the papal archive. For a massfofrmation provided on Lucius’s
Christian activity, see the extracts from Enderbjgroduced in Appendix Ill. For yet
more information on Christianity in early BritairesMore 11. That article also
describes British royal Christians in Rome descdridEm the captured resistance

leader Caractacus.

Britons, whether in Rome or at home, seemed to bajeyed more religious freedom
than other denizens of the Roman Empire, accottditnderbie. Here is his account
of the persecution of the Christians under EmpBamitian, who reigned AD 81-96:

LibIIL,

126 | T he Ancient and Moderne

" Afier the death of Tis m ‘50‘; auu wake nericem a Counterfeie,

. have heard before, diffcad ;]‘::ﬁ: his younger Brother taking the E

he fell into fuch great pridea

freng. his Brother and Vefpa ﬁﬂn,hi;nfglrc upon him, as you

ther before him; that, .

and worllipped s o gl o nd impiety, that he caufed and commanded himfelfto be called

that end perfecuted che Chxit{v asche fecond after Nery

their priviledges and immunitics,
on, to the Emperial Lawsand Ed;

v 5" who fetti ng
that ians; and the Ch ift; whi
it did not extend to our Chriﬂian’Brittaini in EZ;E,O ::hclf] g{rt ,th:;}il

from compulfion to fnare the

forch his cruel Edi@s, to
ch cruelty of his, although
omax L.aws enjoying there
mfclves in matter of Religi-

>t E &s; at which ti . ,
Chriftians, 25 in the perfeantion ot o which time many of thofe banifhed and perfecuced
i : t Nero béfore d Antianars »and perfecut

Brittain wl . R 0r¢, a3 good Ant: ;
Srastam whether that perfecution did Rot, ner couﬁi cxtcndlféu(?cﬁsg Egiﬁigid;ndnwrﬂsoﬁ?r-
' ‘ 2
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Enderbie’s book is pre-Hanoverian (i.e. before AT14) and came before the
downgrading of non-Saxon British history duringttpariod. Its publication in 1661
also pre-dates the Age of Reason, otherwise knewheaEnlightenment, which saw
the old British stories disgarded in the spiritagical enquiry as ‘legendary’ or
‘mythical’. Thus Lucius has been regarded as mglleeen though he wrote well-
attested letters to the Bishop of Rome. By thesansméas occurred in British
historical studies a 300-years-long Great Forggttin

With the dismissal of a thousand years of recotdstbry prior to Caesar’s invasion
of the island in 55 BC, British history today iseseas a 2000-year-long affair instead
of one of over 3000. Even the period of Roman gnflee, from Caesar to the early
AD 400s is insufficiently understood from a Britiphint of view. The mists are
easily dispersed by a simple reading of the oldas— Tysilio, Holinshed &
Enderbie, amongst others.

The old sources are substantially correct andyictibrmative. Britain did indeed
provide the world’s first Christian ruler, in therson of her ®' century king, Lucius.

Acknowledgement: The existence in Percy Enderltietsk of a list of Christian
archbishops in London from th&%entury AD onwards was brought to the attention
of The National CV Group by the author Alan Wilsémwhom thanks.

Three appendices are provided here as scholadymess, giving information on
King Lucius and early British Christinity from Ty&, Holinshed & Enderbie. See
also More 11.
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Appendix |

This appendix exhibits the notice on Lucius andrbigal ancestors in theysilio
Chronicle together with translator’s notes [see More 18].

And after Arvirargus did Mariit€® his son become king....

And when Marius had secured the kingdom, of his &vee will and pleasure he
sought accord with the men of Rome. And he estaddisiew laws throughout his
kingdom and reigned in peace for as long as hdlid@d when Marius died, so
Coef®? his son was made king. He had been brought upmieRand such was his
love for Rome that though he could easily have damde did not withhold the
tribute whilst he lived.

And after Coel, Luciu8® his son took the crown. And his temperament wasthat

of his father. And when he was firmly establisheckimg, he sent to Eleuthertféthe
bishop of Rome, to beseech him that he might seachers of Christ to Britain, to the
end that, by their teaching and preaching, he fasgheople] might take on the faith
of Christ?®®> And he,Eleutherus sent him two such teachers, Duvianus and
Faganu<® and they preached to him of Christ's Incarnatieansing him in holy
and true baptism and all his kingdom with him. Ahdn Lucius closed down the
temples that had been raised for [the worshipalflef gods, and commanded that they
be dedicated anew in the name of Almighty God &edstints. And he placed in
them diverse orders of priests to live in them pag homage to God. And there were
in those days sixty-eight dioce§¥sn the land of Britain, and three archbishoprics
that governed them all. And these were in the thheef cities of the realm, to wit
London, and Eboracum, and Caerleon-on-Usk. And vthemand was divided
between the three archbishoprics, then to thabof&um was added Deira and

Bernicia?®® as well as all [the land] north from the Humber.

And to the archbishopric of London was given atiédria and Cornwall, as bounded
by the Severn, And to that of Caerleon-on-Usk wasrgKymry from the Severn
onwards, because Caerleon was supreme over thetwtheAnd henceforth the king
made over to them large grants of land. And at Gdster he died, being buried in the
abbey there one hundred and thirty-six years #feebirth of Christ®®

And in those days there were in Britain twenty-eéigiagan] temples, with three other
temples over them, and the lands of the templees weder the jurisdiction of the
three. And to each of these [pagan] temples wasiaggal a [Christian] bishop. And
to each of the three ruling temples, there was iajpgab an archbishop in the three
cities aforementioned.

278 As in GoM (4:17). LXI sMayric.

284 LXI = Elenteriws Pope Eleutherus. According to tAanuario Pontifico Eleutherus was pope

from AD 175-189. According to thieiber Pontificalis Lucius sent to Rome for teachers in ca AD 180.
285 Christianity had been brought to Britain lordgdse Lucius, as is shown by Origen and Tertullian,
the latter of whom tells us that parts of Britaihigh were inaccessible to the Romans, had already
been subdued by Christ.

286 As in GoM (4:19). LXI =Dyfanandffagan They are otherwise known as Fugatius and Damjanus
of whom Platina wrote in 1479 (see Flinders Pepi€,2).
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287 GoM (4:19) states that there wakentyeight ‘archflamens’ or dioceses in Britain.

288 LXI =deifyrandbrynaich the ancient kingdoms of Deira and Bernicia.

289 This date is patently wrong. GoM (5:1) triestorect it to the year AD 156, but even this is
wrong. The errors are doubtless due to a defacddmeaged original.
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Appendix Il

This appendix gives the notice for Lucius frétalinshed’s Chronicleshe 1587
edition, as reprinted in 1807.

xl
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vnder the Romans. THE HISTORIE OF ENGLAND. 511

Qf Coillus the sonne of Marius, his education in Rome, how long he reigned : of Lucius his
sonne and successor, what time he assumed the gouernment of this land, he was an
open professor of christian religion, he and his familie are baptised, Britaine receiucth
the faith, 3 archlishops and 28 bishops at that time in this lland, IWestminster church
and 8. Peters in Cornehill builded, divers opinions touching the time of Lucius his reigne,
of his death, and when the christian faith was receiuved in this Iland.

THE '19. CHAPTER.

COILLUS the sonre of Marius was after his fathers deceasse made king of Britaine, in coiLLus.
the yeare of our Lord'125. This Coillus or Coill was brought vp in his youth amongst the  1¢5.
Romans at Rome, where he spent his time not vnprofitablie, but applied himselfe to learning
& seruice in the warres, by reason whereof he was much honored of the Romans, and he
likewise honored and loued them, so that he paied his tribute truelie all the time of his
reigne, and therefore liued in peace and good quiet. He was also a prince of much bountie,
and verie liberall, whereby he obteined great loue both of his nobles and commons. Some
saie, that he made the towne of Colchester in Essex, but others write, that Coill which Colchester
reigned next after Asclepiodotus was the first founder of that towne, but by other it should built
séeme to be built long before, being called Camelodunum. Finallie when this Coill had
reigned the space of 54 yeares, he departed this life at Yorke, leauing after him a sonne
named Lucius, which succéeded in the kingdome.

Lucrius the sonne of Coillus, whose surname (as saith William Harison) is not extant, Lucius.
began his reigne ouer the Britains about the yeare of our Lord 180, as Fabian following
the authoritie of Peter Pictauiensis saith, although other writers seeme to disagrée in that
account, as by the same Fabian in the table before his booke partlie appeareth, wherevnto
Matthazus Westmonasteriensis affirmeth, that this Lucius was borne in the yeare of our Lord
115, and was crowned king in the yeare 124, as successor to his father Coillus, which died
the same yeare, being of great age yer the said Lucius was borne. It is noted by anti.
quaries, that his entrance was in the 41382 of the world, 916 after the building of Rome,  ;¢s..
220 after the comming of Cesar into Britaine, and 165 after Christ, whose accounts I fol-
low in this treatise.

This Lucius is highlie renowmed of the writers, for that he was the first king of the Britains
that receiued the faith of Iesus Christ: for being inspired by the spirit of grace and truth,
euen from the beginning of his reigne, he somewhat leaned to the favoring of Christian
religion, being moued with the manifest miracles which the Christians dailie wrought in
witnesse and proofe of their sound and perfect doctrine. For euen from the daies of loseph
of Arimathia and his fellowes, or what other godlie men first taught the Britains the gospell
of our Sauiour, there remained amongest the same Britains some christians which ceased
not to teach and preach the word of God most sincerelie vnto them: but yet no king

. amongst them openlie professed that religion, till at length this Lucius perceiuing not onelie

some of the Romane lieutenants in Britaine as Trebellius and Pertinax, with others, to haue
submitted themselues to that profession, but also the emperour himselfe to begin to be
fauorable to them that professed it, he tooke occasion by their good example to giue eare
more attentiuelie vnto the gospell, and at length sent vato Eleutherius bishop of Rome two
learned men of the British nation, Eluane and Meduine, requiring him to send some such
ministers as might instruct him and his people in the true faith more plentifullie, and to
baptise them according to the rules of christian religion.

4 The reuerend father Iohn Iewell, sometime bishop of Salisburie, writeth in his * replie gy, 130,
vnto Hardings answer, that the said Eleutherius, for generall order to be taken in the realm(el'
. 1 AN
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512 THE FOURTH BOOKE OF The state of the Britains

and churches héere, wrote his aduice to Lucius in maner and forme following. ¢ You
haue receiued in the kingdome of Britaine, by Gods mercie, both the law and faith of
Christ; ye haue both the newand the old testament, out of the same through Gods grace,
by the aduise of your realme make a law, and by the same through Gods sufferance rule
you your kingdome of Britaine, for in that kingdome you are Gods vicar.”

Herevpon were sent from the said Eleutherius two godlie learned men, the one named
Fugatius, and the other Damianus, the which baptised the king with all his familie and peo-

Brimaine re-  ple, and therewith remoued the worshipping of idols and false gods, and taught the right
gevethtbe  1heane and waie how to worship the true and immortall God. 'There were in those daies
within the bounds of Britaine 28 Flamines, & thrée Archflamines, which were as bishops
and archbishops, or superintendents of the pagan or heathen religion, in whose place (they
being remoued) were instituted 28 bishops & thrée archbishops of the christian religion.
One of the which archbishops held his s¢2 at London, another at Yorke, and the third at
staun. iz, Caerleon Arwiske in Glamorganshire. Vnto the archbishop of London was subiect Corne-
wall, and all the middle part of England, euen vnto Humber. To the archbishop of Yorke
all the north parts of Britaine from the river of Humber vnto the furthest partes of Scot-
land. And to the archbishop of Caerleon was subiect all Wales, within which countrie as
then were seuen bishops, where now there are but foure. The riuver of Seuern in those
daies diuided Wales (then called Cambria) from the other parts of Britaine. ~Thus Britaine
fosephus of  partlie by the meanes of loseph of Arimathia (of whome ye haue heard before) & partlie
Arimathia. by the wholesome instructions & doctrines of Fugatius and Damianus, was the first of all
other regions that openlie receiued the gospell, and continued most stedfast in that profession,
till the cruell furie of Dioclesian persecuted the same, in such sort, that as well in Britaine
as in all other places of the world, the christian religion was in manner extinguished, and
viterlie destroied.
Polydor. There be that affirme, how this Lucius should build the church of saint Peter at West-
sy minster, though manie attribute that act vnto Sibert king of the east Saxons, and write
' how the place was then ouergrowne with thornes and bushes, and thereof tooke the name,
and was called Thorney. They ad moreouer that Thomas archbishop of London preached,
read, and ministred the sacraments there to such as made resort vnto him. Howbeit by
. the tables hanging in the. reuestrie of saint Paules at London, and also a table sometime
hanging in saint Peters church in Cornehill, it should séeme that the said church of saint
Peter in Cornehill was the same that Lucius builded. But herein (saith Harison ¢nno mundi
4174) dooth lie a scruple. Sure Cornell might soone be mistaken for Thorney, speciallie in
such old records, as time, age, & euill handling haue oftentimes defaced.

But howsoeuer the case standeth, truth it is, that Lucius reioising much, in that he had
brought his people to the perfect light and vnderstanding of the true God, that they néeded
not to be deceiued anie longer with the craftie temptations and feigned miracles of wicked
spirits, he abolished all prophane worshippings of false gods, and conuerted all such temples
as had béene dedicated to their seruice, vnto the vse of christian religion: and thus
studieng onlie how to aduance the gloric of the immortall God, and the knowledge of his
word, without seeking the vaine glorie of worldlie triumph, which is got with slaughter and
bloudshed of manie a giltlesse person, he left his kingdome; though not inlarged wijth
broder dominion than he receiued it, yet greatlie augmented and inriched with quiet rest,
good ordinances, and (that which is more to be estéemed than all the rest) adorned with .
Christes religion, and perfectlie instructed with his most holie word and doctrine. lle

Potydor. reigned (as some wrijte) 21 yeares, though other affirme but twelue yeares. Againe, some
Iohn Hord.  testifie that he reigned 77, others 54, and 48.

Moreouer here is to be noted, that if he procured the faith of Christ to be planted within
this realme in the time of Eleutherius the Romane biskop, the same chanced in the daies of
the emperour Marcus Aurelius Antonius; and about the time that Lucius Aurelius Com-
modus was ioined and made partaker of the empire with his father, which was seuen yéere

7 after
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wnder the Romans. THE HISTORIE OF ENGLAND. 513

after the death of Lucius Aelius, Aurelius Verus, and in the 177 after the birth of our
Sauiour Iesus Christ, as by some chronologies is easie to be collected. For Eleutherius began

to gouerne the sée of Rome in the yéere 169, according to the opinion of the most diligent
chronographers of our time, and gouerned fiftéene yeeres and thirtéene daies. And yet there

are that afirme, how Lucius died at Glocester in the yéere of our Lord 156. Other say that Gat. Mos.
he died in the yere 201, and other 208. So that the truth of this historie is brought into Ma#h We.
doubt by the discord of writers, concerning the time and other circumstances, although they

all agrée that in this kings daies the christian faith was first by publike consent openlie re-

ceiued and professed in this land, which as some affirme, should chance in the twelfe yéere

of his reigne, and in the yéere of our Lord 177. Other iudge that it came to passe in the Potydor.
eight yeere of Lis regiment, and in the yéere of our Lord 188, where other (as before is

said) alledge thatit was in the yéere of the Lord 179. Nauclerus saith, that this happened Naucterus.
about the yeare of our Lord 156. And Henricus de Herfordea supposeth, that it was in the Hen. Herf:
yéere of our Lord 169, and in the nintéenth yéere of the emperor Marcus Antonius Verus:

and after other, about the sixt yéere of the emperor Commodus.

But to conclude, king Lucius died without issue, by reason whereof after his deceasse the
Britains fell at variance, which continued about the space of fiftéene yéeres (as Fabian thinketh) Fabien.
howbeit the old English chronicle affirmeth, that the contention betwixt them remained fiftie
yéeres, though Harding affirmeth but foure yéeres. And thus much of the Britains, and Caston.
their kings Coilus and Lucius. Now it resteth to speake somewhat of the Romans which ™ #er

ouerned here in the meane while. After that Agricola was called backe to Rome, the
%ritains (and namelie those that inhabited beyond Tweed) partlie being weakned of their
former strength, and partlie in consideration of their pledges, which they had delivered to
the Romans, remained in peace certeine yéeres. :
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Appendix Il

This appendix comprises extracts from Percy End&liambria Triumphans or
Brittain in its Perfect Lustreof 1661. Note that ‘f’ is frequently to be reagl's’.

M CAMBRIA TRIZJM'PH NS,

INS ITS

i PERFECT LUSTRE

| ’ SI—IEVVING THE

Orlgen Tnd A nﬁqmty

l
‘ ,V OF THAT
F

[LLUSTRIOUS NATION

THE

g Succeﬁ' on of their Kings and Prmccs, from the Firft, to

KJNG CHARLES

y o o - Of Happy Memory. R

The Defeription of the Countrcy “The Hxﬁory of the Anucm;
: and Mederne Eﬁate

"The manner of the Inveﬁure of the I’nnces, with thc Coats of Arms o
Of the Noblllty

£ N

”f_r‘r, ST

‘By PERCY ENDERBIE, Gent -

,,,,,

I’rmtcd for Andrew Crooke, and are to be fold at the Greer Dmgm in,
St. Panl’s Church-Yard, ¢ 661,
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Julius Agricola subdues Britain, AD 86:

123 The Ancient and Modern Libjﬁ:

men and Horfemen in the wintering places within the Province, Thus atter many Conflidts
about the {pace of one hundred thirty fix years from Fulius Cefer’s firft entrance, the utmoft
limits of Brittany and the Ifles of the Orcades, lying onthe North fide of it, were by the Va«
lour and Induftry of Fulius Agricols firft difcovered and made known to the Romans, and the
South parc of the Ifle in the fourth year of the Reign of Domitian, being in the year of our
Redemption 36, reduced intoa full Province, the Government whereof was particular tothe
Roman Emperours themfelves, and not at the difoofition of the Senate.

Around the time of Agricola’s subduing:

LibIIL Bristifs and Welfb Hiffory. 23

e

. About thigtime, drviragus a Brittain by birth and educstion, did :Govern asKing part
‘of the Ifle of Brittamn ¢ the Romans acconnting it a point of policy .to. ptrmit the Brittains
fometimes to be ruled by Princes of their own Nation, whofe Aid and Connfel thay might ufe
(upon occafions) to the pacifying of Rebellion, and she ¢Rablithing of their own greatnefle:
For the common people (whofc affe@iog-doth oftentimes fway the Fortunes of Prinees) are
much more eafily broughe ‘under the’ Obedience of F}lel‘r own Countrymen then of
Strangers. I St R

P, PR .

This notice indicates that at the time of the Rofaerperor and philosopher Marcus
Aurelius, who reigned AD 161-80, the key Roman ritdsn was Calphurnius
Agricola. Lucius is advertised as the first ChastPrince in Brittany (i.e. Britain).

Lib.IIT. Bristifb and Welfb Hiftory.

125

Princes and fecular Menof fpecial Note
among the Brittains.
In the time of Calphurnins Agricola’s Governinent
under Mar. Aurel. Antonin. Philof.

Eucius Grnamed Lewer-Manr, the firft Chriftian Prince
in Brittamy.

Emperor Vespasian (reigned AD 69-79) was followgdhis two sons Titus (79-81)
and Domitian (81-96). Domitian persecuted the Giams, yet according to the notice
below the persecution did not extend to Britainjolhinstead enjoyed religious
freedom and tolerance and represented an asylufaréagn Christians.
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This Marcws Aurelins, by the command or dire&ion of Adrisn, who adopted - Antoninys
Pins, wasto fucceed, whom from his Infancy he had trained up in the Gentiles fuperftition Mr-Brofaze.
when he was but eight. years old he was put by Adrian into the Colledge of the Silii; mofi %
fuperfticious Priefts of Mars, and was made a Prieft, a chief Prelate or Ruler, a Southfayer
and Mafter among them. ¢ Ofavo fue. etatis anno ab Adriano in Saliorum Colegium eff
Srelatis 5 & in Saliatn funtius Sacerdotio, & Preful, & Vates, & Magifter, & nonnulios
Sinauguravit & exauguravit, nemine precunte, quod ipfe carmina ‘didiciffer 5 So that there
could be licde hope, but this Man (o fuperftitionfly brought up, and fich a maker and un-
maker of theirs Sacrificers and Enchanters, would flill continue in the fame, and profeffe
himfelf an enemy to all Impuigners of fuch proceedings as all Chriftians were, which he per-
formed when he came to be Emperor, raifinig a general perfecucion againft Chriftians,. which
to omit, but as ic concerned this Kingdome, and the Chriftians thereof; the holy houfe-of our
glorious Countrywoman St. Praxedesin Rowme, which until then both inthe time of Saine
Novatus her brother, her holy parents St. Pudens and.St, Claudie; Sabinelle or. Prifcilla, and
Jikely as before under her parents alfo Chriftian, Brittains-had been a fafe refuge, and a
fan&uary. for the perfecuted ‘Chriftians, was moft cruelly. ranfacked, and twenty two holy A58t Pras:
Martyrs, together with the facred Prieft Simitrius moft barbaroufly withoutany cryal; .que- ey gt‘t},“ﬁ‘;’j
ftion or judgement prefently put to death; of which blefled Company wenay not buc think Mertyr. Rom,
divers of this Kingdome to have been,  and St. Timothy himfe!f returning from hence to Rome; die 26 Maii,
upon the death of his brother and fifter, St, Novatus and St. Pudentiena was Martyred there, Beda, Ufyard,
and before the 62 year of Chrift »* if we:will allow of Mattbew of IPeftminfter his computation, dic“’"“ eoder
who faith, that Fuftus Bifhop of Vienna, after long Exilewas Martyred chat year.  As for our Pety. catal, i
St. Temothy, St. Pins the Pope, in his. Fpiftle: to St. Fuftns, writeth of the Martyrdome of 5. ¢.88. Bavon,
our St. Timothy 5. and by no account he lived not-abave four years longer, but was Marcy~ Tom.2, Aund.
red in this time, ~So by fome accounts ‘our gloriousCountryman St. Marcellus, fo diligent g 165,
a procurer of the Converfion of King Lucius, was Martyred in this perfetution. And to heap g,?{;j{;,f””’
~up the meafires of fears: for Chriflian Brittains, this Emp=ror did not only thus pérfecure us )
abroad but fent Calphurnins Agricola hither into Brittany with armed Troops, to keep
‘the Brittains in fubjeCtiont , as Roman Pagan Writers -term it, buc Brittains may fay in
{lavery. L ‘ O oot
‘ ThZ['c and fuch were the worldly temptations which allured King Lucizs and many. noble
‘Brittains, to be more timerous and lingering to profefle the Chriftian Faith, with fuch con-
ftaricy opealy as inwardly they firmly believed and honoured; untill the Emperorhimfelf,
conviéted by the written Apologies, and Miracles wronght by Chriftians, was enforced to
yield the honour to Chrift, and abftain from perfecution, and many of his noble Pagans im-
braced Chriftian Religion. ¢ Imperator vitoriam f(uam gandenter attribuit. And chis | take
to be the chiefeft occafion of the mifiakings in fome Hiftorians or their Scribes (ettiing down
fo many and feveral times, when King Fucius received the Chriftian Faith or profeffed icy
many f{aving it was in the year of Chrift 156. -Others‘in the year 164, and others 1gs,
as William of Malmefbury and others. Henry of Hartford 169, and others in other’ and
later times.
" That fuch was the ftate of Brittany for fpiritual Affairs in this Idolatry and fuperfticion
_ daily dimini(hing and decaying, aud Chriftian Religion in all places and perfons increafing
and multiplying, both Authority and che known certain effect it felf, the fureft teftimony in
fuch ‘cafes fhall witneffe. Andthis was the condicion thereof until about the beginning of -
the Papacy of St. Soter,or in the end of the firft year thereof, about the year of our Redem-
ption 175. when as it appeareth by the Edié& of Marcus Aurelins Emperor, before the ftrange
delivery of him and his Army by the Chriftians miraculous prayers, he fuffered many Chri-

[..]
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and Commons.  The building of Cof befer i . 1 | 1HI9,M ; ;

atthis day in Effex, wheres. Lgu o olchefter is afcribed to this King, which is the chicfeft City
; ! s, Helena and Conflantine, the firft Chriftian King,E

and Emperour in the world were born, which madcj Ncc'lm; to ﬁ;g as l::: c;i:c‘l] fog,Emprel

Note: For further information on Coel I, Helen abdnstantine the Great, see More 2.
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] Now was the time come (‘namely about one hundred and fofirfeore years after the Birth of
" our Saviour,) when Chriftian Religion which many years rogether had been for the moft
part fhadowed with dark clonds of Heathenifh fuperition, began to difcover it felf more
openly in this Iland by the means of Lucius, firnamed Lever- Maur ; who by permiffion of
the Roman Licutenant, did govern asKing a great part of the Pravince ; For it appeareth by
the teftimony of fome ancient Writers, that Brittain received the Chriftian Faith even in the -
Infaney of the Charch,immediately afcer she death of our Saviour, whofe Apoftles and Difci-
ples (according to his Commandment) pablithed and difperfed the fame: in divers Regions, -
partly by themfelves in thelr-bwn %;r(bns,& pattly by cheir Minifters,among whom were fent
into Briftany Simon Chanemeys that after his peregrination in fauritanice (as it isvepor- rimifh Hifto-
ted) was flain and buried in chis Hand, Arifisbulus a Roman, of whom St. Pau/ in his Epi- 1y, fol.1o8.
#les maketh mention, and Fofeph of Arimathea, a noble Man of Fury fpecially remembred 13. ¢3-
of Pofterity for his charitable A& in burying the Body of our Saviour 3 This Man was ap-
pointed by St. philip the Apoftle then preaching the Chriftian Faith in Gallia, to inftru& the
- amcient Brittains, among whom he began firft, as fome write, to inflitute an Eremitical life in
a place then called Drelleniz,and afterwards Glajtenbury, where himfelf and his Companions
imitating the aufterity and zeal of folitude, which they had-obferved in Mary Magdalen, (with
whom they travelled out of Fury unto Merfilia in France) fequeftred themfelves from all
worldly Affairs, that they might freely attend to the exercife of piety which they profefled 5
rea fome Writers of former Ages have writ, thac the Apoftles Sc. Peter and St, Parl, in their
own perfons at feveral times,came into Brittainy and that afterwards one Sueton a noble Mans
Son of that Country, being converted by fuch Chriftiansas firft planted the Faith there, and
called (after his Baptifine) Beatus, was fent by them to Rome unto St. Peter, to be better in=
firu&ed and confirmed in Chriftianity, and that in his return homewards through Switzer-
land, he found in the Inhabitants there fuch.a defireand readinefle to receive the Chriftian
Faith, as he refojved to continue in that place, where he ereed an Oratory to exercife a Ma=
naftical life, and departed the world about the year of Grace 110 but who were the very
firft Teachers, and at that time the Chriftian Faith was firft of all received there, it is not cer~
tainly known (faith this Author.) Howbeit itis likely thatin the Expedition of Claudsus the
Emperor, which was about che third year of his Reign, and twelve years after the Afcenfion
of our Saviour, fome Chriftians of Reme and Scholars of thie Apoftles themfelves became firlt
kuown unto the Brittains ; who in procefle of time were drawn by the Exhortations and Ex-~
amples of their Teachers to embrace the Truth. The unblamable life of thofe religions Men,
moving fometimes even their Princes (though yet unbelieving) . to prote&t and regard them,
{as is fhewn in Arviragus and others) as Lucius then began to doe 5 befides that the Rowan
fentenants alfo as well in Brittain as in other places, did fometimes tolerate the exercife of
Chriftian Religion, as not altogether difliking it ;. howfoever for. worldly refpeds they forbare
to fhew themfelves openly in favour of it.  But Lucius declared his inclination therennto after
another manner. For inwardly difliking the prophane fuperftition then ufed among the Ro-
mans, by the great conftancy, vertue and patience of the Chriftiansat Kome and other places,
fuffering Perfecution and Martyrdome for the Faith of Chrift, the number of Chrifti~
ans (whom manymen cfteemed for the Miracles they wronght) as contrary to common cxpe=
&ation daily encreafed :  That Pertinax and Tretellius, two worthy Senators of Rome, had
been lately converted from Paganifme to Chriftianity, that Marcus Aurelins the Roman Em-
perar then reigning 5 began to conceive a better opinion of them,then himfelf and his Prede-
ceffors had done 3 and fo much the rather by reafonthat not long before he had obtained 2
. famous viGtory againft his enemies, the profperous Evenc whereof he ateributed to the prayers
of the Chriftians at Rome : Upon thefe confiderations Lacius determined ta be inftrufed in
th e Relipion which they profeffed ; and firt of all commanded Elevanus and Medutnus (two
* learned Men of the Brittify Nation) to go to Ronre where Elutherius was then Bifhopsto require
fome meet perfons to be fentinto Brittein to. inftru& him and his people; for which pl.lrpo!'c
Fugatms and Damianus were fpecially appointed by Elutherius with all fpeed to repair thi-
ther, wherethey afterwards not without ?ome danger by tempeft upon the Seas arr_xved-, and
aé)plyed themfelves both by dofrine and examples, to perform che charge committed unto
them, the fitccefle therein proving anfwerable to their endeavours ; for the prince and his Fa-

mily wasby them baptized, fome of the Inhabitants that had formerly reccived the Faith,
‘ S 2 ' were .
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were confirmed therein, aiid otherschat remained asyet in thc";r infidelity were convertedy,

Chéﬁ‘;,;lch the Prince haviug reeeived inftru&ions from ti}eL_Sea of Rome, for dire@tion of

“himfelf and his people, in the profeffion and exercife o_f Chriftian Religion , not ficﬁrous allo
to order his temporal eftate according the Roman Epohf-y j-and to that end fO“{leCd Elnthe-

rins the Bithop, to fend unto him the Lawes of the Empire, out qf .whgch he might elef and

compofe fome certain Ordinancesfor the Adminiftration of civil juftice; wh‘e;ra‘xpon Eluthe-
rius fene Letters to the Prince, commending therein his former zealous dilpofition in embrace. -
ing the truth ; then exhorting him to read with humility, a_ug! reverence the holy Seripture

(the divine Law) which he had lately received in his Domlmon's, and out of tha_c, by Gods .
grace and advice of faithful Counfellors; to colle& meet obfervations, for the frammg of Laws

neceffary for the prefervation of his eftate 5 which obfervatiox}s {‘9 colleGed and Lawes fo

- framed, hedid afﬁgm to be much better then the Imperial conftitntionsof the Remans, or any

“other whatfoever : that to make Lawes and execute Juftice,was the proper office of a Prince,
who -was upon earththe Vicar of God, himfelf, and received from him that Title and
Authority to the end he fhould ufe the fame to the good of the Catholick Church, and

.of the people living under his: obediences herenpon: Lucius began firft of all to provide
for eftablifiment of that Religion, whereof he was become at the felf fame time both

‘3 profeffour and pratifer ;. Then was the worfhipping of Idols forbidden ; the featsof the

" Arch-flamens at London,York,and Caerlegisn, or Gaerleon npon Usk, were changed into Sees -

- of three Arch-bifhops in thie fame places; and thofe of the Flamens intofo ﬂlat}y Bifhopricks,

" whereby the Tempfes vowed by Idolatrous Priefts to ro&)han,e gods, were confecrated to the

fervice of the only true God; the temporal effate he alfo adorned with good & profitable Laws,
~ - conformableto the rule of Chriftian Religion, wherenpon enfiied the bleflings of plenty and
peace in his dayes, - ) . . )

- Itisreported thathe wasFoundet of aChtirch at Cornhill in London, which he dedicated to
St. Peter, placeing therein one Thean an Archbifhiop to have the fuperintendence over other
Bifhops within his principality 5 and the Metropolitan feat continued there in the fiicceffion
of thirteen Archbifhops (about the fpace of 400 years) until the coming of St. Ang. who tranf-
latedit to Canterbury. N ' ‘ ‘

" And now Chriftianity being thus Generally ; received amongft the Brittains, kept onher
conrfe, untainted and wichout oppofition, till the time of Dioclefian the Emperonr, who kind=

led the fire of thatraging perfecution (‘the laft and longeft in'the Primitive Church) which
confirmed the lives of many Chriftian Martyrs, 48 well in Britrain,as other places; but recurn-
ing to the Reign of Lucius,and confidering the flate of Bristain under his Government,we may
jultly admire the Feliciey of thofe times, aferibing to the Britrains for their greateft glory,that
~among all other Nations they had the happineficto fee and enjoy the firft Chriftian Prince.
Thus far compendioufly and fuccin&ly the Brittifb Hiftory 5 buc let us perufea while (tothe.
“great renown of the Brittifh Nation) the writings of that late, but rare light of Antiquity, the
.day ftar of his Countrey,Mr. Braughton,and confider what he exprefleth concerning the paffa-
gesand converfion of King Lucius 5 thus he begins. S
They who write of King Lucins, his Nobles, and Countries converfion, do write alfo how
he wrote for and entreated it by fupplyant letters to Pope Elutherins (not to Evariftus asfome
“haveimagined) Gilds faith, that King Lucius was baptized with all his Nobles of Briztain
164 years after the coming of Chrift,and Nennius faith it was three year after ; fo that whither
‘we will take the account of Gildas or Nennins, for King Lucius his time of converfion, though
others make a greater difference by 20years and more, we fee that King was converted 44
years after the death of Evariftus, whom fome will have the Infirument of his converfion s and
54 from his firft entrasjce into the Paﬁacy, feven Popes, St. Alexander, Sextus, Tele[phorsss
Higinusy Pins, Anicetus, and Soter, being between him and St. Elntherins, in whofe time by
al) account,St. Lucins was converted,of which two fuch renowned Writers could not be igno~
rant ; much lefle may we judge without great injury and difhonour nnto them,and bold rafh-
nefle in our felves, that they would or could erre in fo high a degree; the one of them Nenniss
the meaneft ftiled by our Catalogifts of fuch men, both ancient and modern, The moft excel-
lent Dotior of the Brittains, Principal or Arch-abbot of the venowned Monaftery of Bangor, fa-
mous both for 7ifdom and Religion. The other St. Gildas, by common confent of all Wri-
ters, is ftiled Gildw the Wife, or firnamed the Wife. T ‘
. Thefirft and principal means of the Converfion of K. Lucins isafcribed to certain learned
Scholars of Cambridge : - The Theatre of Great Brittaix tells us, That there were Chriffions

gi’.‘t"ﬁ °Cf at thefetimes, though fome exceptions may be taken againft the Monk of Burton. the Reporrer
5 e’é ,9-_ . €.9. /tberc’.of; whe faith in the year 141, and Reign of Hadriaq, #ine Mafters of Grantcefter were
Hollinf, dife.  baptized themfelves, and preached to others the Gofpel in Brittain.  The ancient Charter which
Bris. the Antiquities of Cambridge afcribed to K. drthur,do give this honour or a greac parr chereof

. to the learned Scholars of Cambridge, which being converted to the Faith of * hritt, and di~

K. fl"eg”t‘;’ﬁ:‘ vers of them now become Clergymen and Preachers, moved K. Lucius by their preaching t©

ivg]riﬁian by bea Chriftian; which is more confirmed by the ancient Bull of Pope Honorius, the ficft of

the Chriftians that Name, to confirm the Priviledges of the Univerfity of Gambridge 1000 years fince; and

of Cambridge. other Teftimoniesthere are, thatfay, thatboth K. Lucius did confer and confirm by his p;{b-
‘ ic
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lick Charter, great Priviledges and Immunities to that School, and Pope Elutherins likewife ; Ghart, Reg. -
which he did not fo for any thing wefind in- Hiftories, to any other School or Univerfity in Arwrisj. 4ph.
the World, nor any of his Succeffors many years after. ;. The chiefeft motive of thefe exem~ o ”5:!’; p
tions and prerogatives to that place, we cannot interpret in any better fenfe, then that King gead.Cantab,
Lucius had received much fpirstual Benefit from thence, which: he requited with temporal ho- .concef]. 20,
nour and dignity ; and cthe holy Pope Elutherius beflowed “fuch fingular grace and favour to 4ie Seb. an. ;
that School for the holy labours and fruitful effe@s it had wrought.in the Ghurch of Chriff ,g“?"'sz“‘. '
by their Converfion' and Preaching, moving King Lucius and fo many men of findry de- C::::Sl l";";s.
ﬁrees in Brittain to forfake: fuperftitions Idolatry, and-embrace the Chriffian Faith. and’ g6,
eligion. - s St A Lo T ‘
VX%: find fome Apoftolick Men in this very time to have preached the faith ‘in Byittain 0, Pet. Marfius
King Lucius himfelf as well as to his Subjeds, -and thele to haye been of this Nation. . Among. Careh El’g}
thofe two are chiefly ‘comimended unto us; in this bufinefle,, Sainc Timothy -and Saint Marcel- ‘1‘;";’6 ’;‘;g;ﬁ -
linys or Marcellus. S T T T Y LP NI "Treve. ,
And to beginwich St. Timothy, We find: that-he fo far,_prevailed : with King Lucint, that by
his Learning onr King was induced to. the Religion of Chrifts and to; make this Opinion
clear, Henricus Pantaleon writéthy That King Lucins of Brittain was the Difciple of St. Timo- Math. Weft,
thy ; for which he citeth the Magdeburgians; Stumphinsand the Annals of Curre in Germany.. o ! é?" I i
And Nauclerns with others writeth clearly, That one St. Téniothy came into Brittain, and Ly iy ces. an.
cins King of Britiain and his Kingdome did recdive the Faithi of Chrift from him, Mr. Brough= Bayp. 1om 2.
" ton affirmeth, ‘That this our.glorious Country man St. Fimethy. was Son unto the Lady Clans Annal. an.éod:
dia,and Brocher to St. Novatus, St.Pudentigng and Praxedes, - Great honour it was for the
firfk Chriftian King of this Nation, the firft Ghriftian King in the World, to be inftrufted in
the Faith by (0 Noblea renowned Apoftle of his own Nation! What were the Impediments in
temporal reipe&s which hindred King Lucsss from publick profeffion of Chriftian Religion;.
wherem he was thus inftruted until or mear the Papacy of St. Elutherws, fhall be thewed:
hereafter.. . . . ' B L AU :
This St. Timothy was aflifted by St. Mircellss a Britain alfo, and preached here; and the
Annalsof the Archbifhops of Trevers fay of this Man, That Lucis King of Brittain, now Eng=
land,, was baptized by bis preaching. The Euftorie; of Zungers (peaketh more plainly, That
this St Marcellus did by his preaching convert Lucius Prince of Btittain with all his Nation to
Chrift. And the fame Catalogue of Trevers faith, That King Lucins was made a Chriftiany- -~
and Baptized by this our Renowned Countryman St. Marcstlus:. o e
- When the eftate of Ecclefiafticall affairs had taken in’ Brittain fo happy proceeding and . .
effet, that both our King: and many principall men were thus converred to the Faith of
Chrift, from their former errors.and fuperfitions, and fo great hope 'and forwardnefle there
was, to have thatfuith publickly profefled, whichthey privately embraced, and ackigw=
ledged for theonly Truth's many worldly temptationzand . oppofitions did prefently arife to
hinder thefe new and untrained Souldiers of Chrifly to makefo bold and open profeffion
* of their holy Religion, as many holy Martyrs atthattime, and chey themfelves not long af- :
ter did,and the glory - of thatrequired ; for as we.may: probably withmany Anciguities af- Divers -
firme, thiat the favourable edifs of. divers Emperours, 'and among them Autoninys firnamed mane feacs - -
Pius yet Reigningy had fomewhat encouraged them in temporal refpecs, attually to be bap~ i‘::gnlrf:get#' :
tized in that Religion, which their internal underflanding and judgement was by many in-: chzncing and
vincible motives and arguments convinced before to béonly true 5 o now by like contrary . hindring of K.
- worldly eventsand letts, - they were for fome time ore {low and dull to profeffe it openly. Lucius from
They did perfeftly underftand, that not withftanding the pretended and expered favour °Pe‘?f'l”§f‘?{f¥“
fr m ctie prefent Emperour, either by his command or ‘perniiffion, two holy Popes (to omit oy l{‘engi i
many other places) St.Telefphorus and St. Higinus, procurers of their converlion, cruelly pyimnain, |
were put to Death for that Religion, even in Rome it {elf, under the Emperonrs fight , within
the fpace of four years or little more, by all accounts: and becaufe prefent and home dangers -
do moftterrifie, they did feeand tafte that the prefent Emperour * Antoninus, was at this.
time mcenfed againft the Brartains, and had already {ent Lollius Urbicus with forces hither,and.
he has Fought fome battles againftthe Brittains, asbothour own and the Romwan Hiftorians:
teftifie. = - - . e, , _ ‘
~And to maintain and fofter thefe conceived and ingendred hurhane feats and impreffions; .
to live and continue longer then Antoninus was like to Iive, now being old and Jong time Em<-
perour , when hé came firft to the Empire by the Adoption of 4drian, he was commanded or
diretred by him that Marcus: Aurelins Antonsmus, whom from his Infancy he had traynedup 44 o 3.
in the Gentiles Superfitions,thonld fucceed him in the Empire; when he was but eight yeais of iy ey 5.
Ageshe was put by 4drien info the Colledge of the Salii,moft fuperftitious Pricft of Mars, and pajpor.
was made Prieft and chief Ruler of the Southfayers ; Sothat there conld be little hope but Ufusrd. &5
this man f fuperftition{ly brought up, and ficcha maker and unmaker of their facrifices, and \fd{’e' Catdl
an enchanter, would fill continueé the fathe; and profefiz himf(elf an enemy to all Impugners z.es.);'. s8.
of fuch proceedings, fiichas all Chriftians were, which he performed when he came to-be g pon, 7omi.4:
Emperor, raifing a general perfecution againft Chriftians ; which to omit, but as it concetried 4n, 164.
this Kingdome,and the Chriftians thereof; the holy houfe of our glorious Countreywomans
St. Praxedes in Rome, which until then, both in the time of St. Nevatas her brother » her holy
‘ parents
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arents St. Pudens and St.Claudia, Sadinella or Prifeille, and likely before as under her pa-
f,‘,"’f;”f"”’ - Eents, alfo Chriftian Brittains, had been a fafe refuge, and as a fanftuary for per'fccutcd Chri.
ftians, wasnow cruelly ranfacked, and tweny two holy Martyrs, tvogether with the facred
Prieft St. Simitrius, moft barbaroufly without tryal; queftion, judgement, prefently putte
death 5 of which blefled company we may not but think divers of this Country to have been,
Fulius Capit.  and St Timothy himfelf recurning from hence to Rome, was there Martyred; if we may believe
Mayc. Aurel. Matthew of Wefkminfler his- computation. i . :
Bid, Vireil.in . T hefe and fach were the worldly temptations which allured King Zaciu, and many Noble
Hift, A,,gf_ Brittains to be more timerous and lingering, to prefeffe the Chriftian faith with fuch conftancy
l2.p.42.  openly, asinwardly they firmly believed and honoured,until the Emperour himfelf conviéted
‘by the written Apologies and Miracles wrought by Chriftians, was enforced ro yield the ho-
. nour to Chrift, and abftain from perfecution, and many of his noble Pagans embraced the
Lertul. Apol.  Chriftian Religion ; and this I take to be the chiefeft occafion of miftaking in fome Hiftorian
c.6. . or their Scribes, fetting down fo many and feveral times when King Luciss received the
Eufeb. Eccle.  Fajch of Chrift. or profefled it : many faying it wasintheyear of Chrift 156. others in the
ﬁ‘ﬁb‘&,fﬂ‘ year 164. others 165. as William of Malmefbury with others. ' Elewry of Hartford in the year
an 174, 169, and others in otherand later times, All'which be true if we fpeak of the Religion of
.- Chrift which he held and believed from the very firft of thefe afligried times; but for his and his
Nobles publick profeffion thereof, and the Kingdome generally receiving it, with building of
Churches,placing of Chriftian Bifhops and Priefls in them, 8¢ abandoning the fuperftitions rites
of pagan Gentils,we muft expect a later date in the time of Pope Elusherius. And this holy Pope . -
had, long before he was pope, the often occafion of K. 'Lucius ; & others here writing 8¢ fending to
Raorme about this publick work might occafion fome efror in the Titles of Letters to Elntherins,
when he wasinot yet Pope,but in high eftbmation wich the Popes there, as a principal learned
and holy Prieft of the Church of Reme, as appeareth in the firk Epifile of St. Pins to Fuftus
Bilhop of ¥ienna, wherein he only fendeth him Salutations from St. Soser after Pope,and Elu-
therius, as the chiefeft Priefts then in Rome, and fo he recommendeth them; which Epiftle
pius Byige 1. T written,and this honour given to St. E/utherius by that holy Pope almoft twenty y ears be-
“:{'ﬂﬁ,,,,', " fore Elutherius wasPope. And yet he muft needs be a renowsed Man long before that time,
Vien Epit. 4nd fo no marvel if divers Letters were written to him from Brittain, and from him hithes
Tom.1. before his Papacy ; efpecially if we refle and confider how probable a thing it is that he was
Bibliorh.Saufh moft refident with our Chriftian Britrains chere, and the Popes of that fime committed nnto
him to have 2 peculiar care of this:Country, with his great eredit and familiarity with pope
Eufeb. Hift. & Pius converfing fo much with our Brittaiss there, an:% with fuch principal Men as were fent
Chronic, into thefe parts, fuchasSt. Fuftus of Vienna then was, will induce to think. And our own
Mark, Weft-  Annalsdoe fufficiently witnsffe, that the Fame and Renown of St. Elutheriss was great here
By inBrittain before he was chofenpope, And that this his glory. was fo great in Bristam before
Chronic. he wasPope, thofe our both ancient and later Hijtorians prove , which fay, that King Lucins
. wrote unto him the firft year of his. Confecration, to" take order for the general converfion of
Mr. B. £.221. thisKingdome. So doth the moft anthentical and approved relation of - this Hiftory teftifie,
Man. Scorit . that it was in the very beginning of his Papacy thac King Lucius fent thofe Letters and folemn
gﬂ;b 6-in - Embaffage usito him about this bufinefs,which plainly proveth that famie and honor of St.Els-
W theraus fo well known in Brittain,did not now begin here with his papacy,but was of far more
.. ancienc continuance and antiquity.For the very beginning of any ruler or Governour cannot
- givehim fo fingular a commendation fo foon, efpecially where his Regiment is fo great and
-~vample, thatinfo(horta time he can hardly. take notice of the ftate of thofe things which be-
- longunto his charge, much leffe take fo good order for themall, that hisFame and Hononr
fhould be for that doing reported in all the World. And King Lucins fending unto him in
- the firft year of his papacy, and the very beginning thereof, conld not peflibly have notice of
his fo renowned carriage therein, confult with all his Nobles, Flamens and Arch-famens fo
difperfed in this o Jarge a Kingdome, and have their general confent, for a general conver~
fion, and ('eg:d notice of this by folemn Embaffadoursfo long » journey to be there in the be«
ginning of his papacy : butthat this great honour and fame of St. Elutherius was here renows
ned long before,and this publick and general affent to forfake idolatry and embrace Chriftian
Religion had been formerly concluded and agreed upon in Brittin 5 and very probably as
- our Cambridge Antiquities have told us,not only St. Timothy wasfent or recumeg to Rome a-
bout this bufmefle but. Elyanus and Meduvinus alfo, as they wrice, being but Catechumensto
be inftruéted and confecrated there towards the performing fo great a work in this Kingdom.
Neither can. we with equality of judgemeut think, that among {0 many Brittains now
_.converted or o difpofed here, thefe two onely went from hence thither to fuch end and
+ . purpofe : Bucalthough chefe be the onely men remembred in Hiftories to have been thers’
- employed, as more worthy,or elfe defigned and fent by King Lacins 5 yet there went many
orhers about this time from Brittain thither, the better to enable themfelves for a general
Couverfion of this their Country,and there continued to enable themfelves with Learning an
Religion, to be made fic Inftruments and Workmen in thofe holy Labours, and were therein
. aflifted both by the popes of thofe times (‘much converfant with our Country Bristains, and
in their Houfesat Rome)) and others the moft Renowned in the Clergy at that tame, among
whom St. Elutherims afcer Pope and happy Convester of this Nation was a chicf If\‘f:i
0
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Lud intheir opinion which held the Title Cardinall, was given tothat holy Prieft,which was Onupbiins pan
the chief and moft eminent commanding Prieft in every Church; or Titulus in Rome, ac~ muintde EBpife.
cording tothe Infticution and Ordinanceof the Holy Popes, Saint Cletns, Saint Ew;z‘fim, itul. ¢ Diae:
and Saint Higzmas, (in whofe time we noware) I cannot but probably think that Saing Ely= ,(,;,Z}dm“l' D
therius, (o highin Dignity and Renown, both with Saint Higings and Pius, and his brother ix c?:io%gt
Saint Paffor, to whofe difpofing and diftribution the firft Titles or Churches in Rome tife Higenis,
(founded by our Chriftian Brittains, and ftill called by their names, Saint Pudentiane, and
Saint Praxedes, and to this day giving the names of Honour to the Roman Cardinals fo ftiled)
were left, was an eminent Cardinall and chief Prieft prefencly afier chis tine, in one of S.Paflor. Epift.
thofe our Brittifh Churches in Rome, whichamong ather bonds tyed hin fo firnily in love @4 Timoth.
to this Nation, and thi; Nation to him, that he is fo ofien honoured in Titles of Letcers EHfE 44 Pallé.
and atherwife, by our Antiquaries above all other Popes; Some add anothdy 'téﬂimohyg §f,,, 5 @.B ¥ ,
which if it be true, icgreatly maketh for the efpecial honour wherewith our Higorians a- 1. Auzal, Bﬁ:’
dorned hint 3 thinking that Saint Elutherius came perfonally into Brittaize and preached Pius Epiftuad
here : and this is that opinion which Mr. Fox thus rémembreth, Timatheus 7 bis Jtory Jultum, ’
thinketh th_ut Elutherius came himfelf, which wanteth not probable Arguments if they fpeak of Foz Alts &
his preaching here beforn he was Pope, (ent hither.by St. Timorby our Gountreyman or fome &
others fent by any of the Popes before him.

Mr. Howes faich that King Lucis fent two Embaffadonrsy Elevansis and Meduvinsis (Brit
tains molt probably, though great controverfies be amongh Antiquaties concerning the
truchthereof) two learvied men in the Scriptiives, with his loving Letters to Elutheriug Bifhop
of Rome, defiring him to fend fome devout and Learned men, by whofe inftruGion both he
and his people might be taught the Faith aod Religion of Chrilt 5 whereof Elutherin being
very glad, baptized thefe two Meflengers, making Elvanns a Bilhop, and Meduvinus a Teacher, ﬁ"f"f'?’g‘
and {ent alfo with them into Bristain two Famous Clerks, Faganus and Damianus, by whole o Letee

‘diligence Lucius and his people of Brittain were baptized and inftruéted in the Faith of
Chrift 5 There is (faith thefame Author) and remaineth «ill this day in Somerfetfire in the .
Deanery of Dunjter, a Parith Church bearing the name of Saint Dervian, as a Church either

by him Founded, or to bim Dedicated ; fo likewife is thereanother in Glamorganfire called .
Saint Fagans, where every year isa very great Fair continning many dayes, where alfo my
honoured Patron, . the Right Noble #illiam Lewes of the VanEfg; Son to Sir Edward -
Lewes, and the Right Honourable Lady Besuchamp, Daughter of the Ear} of Dorfet, hatha
ftately Habitatjon, and if I miftake not, is Lord of the Maninor.

Betwixt this Elutherins and King Lucius many Lewers pafied, and the faid Bithop granted
‘many priviledges to Univerfities and places of learningin Brittain; asto Cambridge,Stanford,

Cricklade or Greekilnde, and in Glamorganfhire ( 1 fuppofe this place was either Crerwentor

Caerleon, tor all which is now called Mowmonthbire, was then called Glemorgan) where they

fay learning flonrithed, as well as at Cambridge, before the coming of Fulius Cafar 3 and the MrBrofi a7or
Schoole of Glanorgan being fo near Caerlesn upon Usk_ in chat Countrey, where one of the

three great Idolatrous Temples of Brz‘tmix,andffat ofthe Archtlamen of thale Weftera pro=

~vinces was, and thereby a Nucfery of Paganifme, which thofe holy men laboured by all means

to rootout ; andfor that canfe, where Archflamens were, Archbifhops were placed ;and

where Flamens,Bifhops. - :

The Rrattifh Hiftories, Ponticus Virnnnins and others, fay of thefe Prelates, that they defive-
xed che Brittains fromIdolatrysand converted them to Chrift; Radulphus de Diceto in his ma-
muferiptHiftory proveth as muchsthat they converced -all theCities of Brittain.as well as theig
Flamensand Archflamens, by whom they were direfted in their Idolatrous worthip as others 5
And the principal ftates and members of this Kingdome, King Lucius,his Nobles, Univerficies,

Philofophers, Flamensand chiefe Priefts and Teachers of the Pagan Subjefts, and their

. chief places of commorancy and command, being thus converged, the conqueft over the
Vulgar fort was ealic and {oon effefted. The Auchor of the Britsifs Hiftory ceftifyeth, thacfo . g, £y,
foon as the people of Brittain knew that their King was 2 Chriftian, they gathered themfelves ~ P
‘together to be Catechifed,and received Baptifine; and that thofe holy Legatesdid blot out Pa-
ganilime _almoft through all the Hland; and Ponticus Virunins faich, thatthey baptizedall the
people of Brittany 5 all this may eafily be confirmed by divers Authors ; bue I will conclude

with Harding,

on, L1 g5 "%

Elathery the firft at fupplication

Of Lucius, fewt bim two holy Men; -

That called were Fagan and Dungen,

That Baptized bins and all bis Realm throughont,
With bearts glad and labonr devout.

There
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There were then twenty eight Flamens and three Arch-flamens to_whofe power other
Judges were fabjef 5 and thefe by the command of the Pope his Legates delivered from Idola-
try ; and where there were Flamens,they placed Bithops 5 where Arch-flamens,Arch- bithops.
The Seats of the Arch-flamens were in the three moft noble Cities, London, York, and the

' City of Legions, which the old Walls and Buildings do witneffe to have been upon the River
of Usk, in Glamorgan. ' .

King Lucaus fent to Elutherius not only for his affitance in fpiritual matters,but alfo in his

Mr. Br. f.301. temporal, as the governing his people and making wholfome Lawes. The Lawes which
5. were eftablithed here, were the old Brittains Lawes, afcribed for their greateft part to Mul-

g;’f‘{ef d"g mutins Dunwalloy correGed and made conformable to holy Chriftian Religion. = We have all

»xgee. - kind of Antiquities, Brittifh, Saxow, French, Italians, Ancient and Modern for Witneffes,

Galf. Mon. 1.2. Thefe Lawes were tranflated out of Brittifp into Latine long before this time by the ancient

c.17.. Bro. Gildas, that lived about thetime of the Birth of CHRIST, as many both ancient and

g;ﬁ;’;}'g:f“w late Writers agree , and continued here ¢ill late time, and in divers refpedts at this

' refent.

P King Lucins being thus informed and fecured in confcience by Saint Elutherius his Lecters
and by hisDeclaration, that the whole Kingdome of Brttin with thellands belonged to his
temporal charge and government 5 and that o much as he could, hewas to win  his Subjes
to the Faith and Law of Chrift and his holy Church, and provide for the peace and quiet
of the fame and the Members thereof : ‘he did firft in receiving and admitting thefe new cor-
re&ed Lawes by the advice of the Clergy and Nebles of his Kingdome fee them o qualified,
that they were for the defence and propagation of Chriftian Religion ; and further, Founded
many godly, coftly. and memorable Monuments, as Churches, Univerfities, or Schools, Mo~
nafteries, and other fuch comforts, helps and furtherances of that hely end. So that as he
was the firlt King that publickly with his Kingdome profeffed Chrift, o he won the honour
to be the firft Nurfing Father among Kings of his holy Church, as the Prophet had foretold,
Kings (hall be thy Nurfing Fathers.

v He wasallo firftamong Kings called properly the Vicegerent of God, being the firft King
which fo religioufly performed his will. ~And thae Title which the Pope gave to King Henty
the 8, when hewas better thert Le proved afiex, Defender of the Faith, was among Kingsthe
firft dueand right of King Lucims, for his {o heroical and Religious fortitude and magnani-
mity in defending the Faith and Church of Chrift. ,

Eeing now come to celebrate the day of the death of our glorious King Lucius, for the joy
that he enjoyed thereby, and bewail it for the unfp:akable lofle this Nation received
thereby, weare to fallinto fome difficulties both of the time and place thereof.

William of Malmesbury in his Manufcript-Hiftory of Glaflen. and other old Antiquities do
prove, that St. Damianus and Faganus after they had converted this Kingdome, continued
nine years at Glaitenburyat the leaft 5 King Lucius fill living and reigning here, Polider, Lillys
Hollinfbed, Stow and others, cleave to this Opinion. : ‘

A great Controverfie arifeth where this King died 5 many Forreign Authors fays That he
forfook his Crown and Kingdome, and becamea Clergyman, went into Germany to convert
that Nation, was Bithop of Curre and there was Martyred : the day of his death is agreed
upon by all, to have been on the third day of December 5 but if thofe Authors who tranfport
this our bleffed King into Germany, look but upon what hath been faid before, they fhall find
that it was not Lucins who was a&tually King of Britrain, and converted by themeans of St.
Elutherius , but  another Lacms wio was indeed Son of a King of Brittein, and might
have been King himf{elf,had he not been banifhed for the reafon before related : and this was
that St. Lucins who with his fifter St. Emerite were both Crowned with the glorious Crown of
Martyrdome in Germany. o _ ,

That our firft Chriftian K. Luciss could not be Bifhop of Curre is evident ; for having been
fo long Kinghere, he was fo difabled for Age, that he wasnot capable of fuch 2 journey:
Further, they which hold he was Bifhop of Curre in Germany, and Martyred there, fay his
Martyrdome was about the year of Chrift 182. whereas this our King was living nine years
after; befides, they fay that St. Emerste was his fiter. ‘

But it is evident by our Hiftories, thac.our firft Chriftian King Luciss had neither brother,
filter, nor child begotten by King Coillus in his old Age, having no other Child ; whereby it
isevident, that this King Lucius had neither brother nor fifters and with what probability
can itbe affirmed, that a King fo holy and loving of his Countries good and quiet, having
no Chriftian Heir to {uceeed him, would or in confcience could forfake his Native Country
and Subje@sin fuch a cafe, that were in juftice belonging to his chiefeft charge, which no
other could execute,to preach unto Forreigners, which many of his Subje&ts and others coulds

and ar his requeft moft willingly would have performed.

" Weread in Hiftories that many defcended of Regal race, have in fuch cafes been taken forth
of their Monafteries and Religious Converfation to govern Kingdoms deflitute of Heirs; but
thar a King {o vertuous,wile,loving,and beloved of his Conntry,having no fuch Heir to fuc;?ed

: 1111y

Mr. Br. f. 346,
I
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him, but by fuch courfe to expofe and leave his Kingdom t6 {o many certain miferies
‘and calamities, as fell upon Brittain by the death of King Lucins, and probably were
foreleen of all wifemen, did, might, would, or could take fuch a courfe, Antiquities
have no example, * Juftice denyeth it, Charity cannot allow ic, Sebaftian Munfter (aith :
plainly , thacwhereas there is a Vulgar report ( he maketh no more of any- Lucis S¢&:Munfler,
preaching there ) that one Lucius preached there, if it were fo, it could not poffibly be g‘oﬁ mg L3.c.
our firft Chriftian King Lucins 5 for he never went out of Brittein, but very Godly lived Mf: Bro.f 34,
and dyed here. Gafpar Bruchius doch al(oplainly reje&all thac Hiftory, asic is apply- Crieton. Hif. |
ed by fometo our Lucius, and among other reafons addeth, that the great difference 2#7%:fin K.
of years, will not permit it to be true. An old” French Manufeript joyneth in the poo Bift

- fame , leaveth him living , dying, buried in Brittein, And if 'we come home to our Antigin Luce,
‘own Hiftorians and Antiquities, moft likely to make the moft true and certain relation
of thit their fo renowned King, they fer down the year, the day, and particular 49 Ecclefs
place of his deach, and the very Church, one of his own foundation , where his $t:7e7?
body wasinterred: the day and year they faywas the 201. year of Chrift, cthe third H’;';‘,:iz{;;g'
day of October. For the place our old Brittith Hiftory faith, he dyed ac Gloceiter, €ronc.51,6
and was with honour buried there in the Cathedral Church;- fo likewife  wricech 4%
Ponticus Virnnnins. Matthew of Weftminfier ferting down che time, ds before, faich,
he dyed at Glocesfer, and was homourably buried there in the Cathedral. The
old Manufcript of Sr. Peters Church in Corwbil, at London, avoucheth from divers
Antiquities, that he was buried at Glocster, where the Church of St. Francis

* was after builded, being at the time of his death, the Cathedral and Epifcopal.
Church of the City, Fobs Harding alfo witneflech of this Kings death and by~
rial at Glocester. - ‘

At Caerglode buiried after his dignicy:
) )

Aud not, to exclude the teftimony of our later writers in this relation, in their
Theater of Great Brittain, written and compofed by divers able Hiftorians, and pub- Theater of
lithed with common applaufe, they make this Hiftory of King Lucius his death in Brit- gregs ;,-;'?M;},’
tein, amacter without queftion true, and chus fcoffiagly condemn thofe writers, which I.é.c.0.fe&.
would carry him to end his dayesin Germany: That this Lucius be the Apofile of the Ba« 18 '
narians, or thar bis fiffer Emerita was crowned with the flames of Martyrdom, fifteen years , , . .
after bis death, I leaveto thecredit of Agidius Schudus, erd Hermanus Schedelius the E{‘gfﬁ;‘ id’f“
“Reporters: Otbers of them plainly fay: Lucius{was buried at Glocefter : yet this general gygp (,f "
confent of Antiquaries, for his firt burial at Gloceffer doth nothing hinder, buc as the Howes Hiff.
. known devotion, both of the Brittazins, as Saxons after them, towards holy Relicks
did often and with great devotion and folemnity remove the bodies of holy Saints, or
parts of them for their greater honour. Soit might, or did after fall out with che wholé
_body of this renowned King, or fome part thettof. And the Tradition of Winchefer
is y that the whole body of King Lucius, or a great part thereof being, once removed be-
fore, ( probably to Caerleon, for fome fay he was buried there ) was the fecond cimie
tranflaced chither, and there lyeth in the body of the great Church under a mirble s
ftone, clevated about two foot from the pavement, the fame flone being now broaken in
two places, having upon it, and thofe holy Relicks, a crofs of feven great brafs buctons
whereof 5. are fet down in length che other ewo making the perfe& figure, and forme o
the crofs, one on each fide ofche others making thelength.. Andthis Reverend Trans
flation of St. Lucims his body to divers places in Brittain, is fufficiencly infinuated by the
old Authorof the French Manufcripe Hiftory, who although he confidently affirmeth,
that King Lucins dyed at Gloceffer, yethe addeth that he was afterwards buried in the.
chief SceatCaerleon, and this he {aich was in the year of Chrifts incarnation, 196. four 2
or five years fooner then others before have fecdown his death, except the Manufcripe
Compilation, which hath thefame computation of his death, faying, Sepultus et anno In-
carnationis Domini 196. berede carens, he was buriedin the 196. year after che incarnacion
of our Lord, wanting Iflite or heir, : : .
Andboth toaffure us_further of the undoubted truth of thofe Hiftories, which teflifie :
thedeath and burial of St. Lueins to have been in Brittein, and not in any forraign Re- "
gion, asalfo to give us better notion and trial,whathonour,peace,and quier, fpiritual and -
temporal, with other happinefs, this Kingdom enjoyed by King Lucius life, and loft them
by the lofs of him :icis the conftant agreement of Antiquities, that Brittair now made
by his death deftitute not only of fo worthy a King, but alfo of any cértain heir or fuc-
ceflor of that Regal race, fell to inteftine difcord and‘variance, by which it was-mifera«
bly afflited long time upon that occafion : a late Auchor tells us, King Lucius dyed wirhont
iffisesby reafon whereof after bis deceafe, the Brittains fell at variance, which continned about the
fpace of fifteen years,as Fabian thinketh,howbeit the old Englifo Cronicle affirmeth, that the con
tention among them remained fifty years, thongh Harding affirmeth but fourswhich his words of
Hardings opinion, that this variance among them continued but 4. years, are to be a~
mended ; for Harding fecteth down che diffenfions of the Brittains; as otherHiﬁorxags,
. . o
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do, and maketh them of as long continnance only, he faith that Severss the Empe-
vor came hither four years after the death of King Lucius to feek to appeafe things,
{o doth Matthew of Wefiminfter, Floventins and othersas far as Harding doth.

This holy King, graunted, made and figned, many writirigs, Charters and Donatj-
ons, for the defence , maintainance and- prefervation of Religion, and the chief
teachers, and profeflors thereof, as to the Univerfity of Cambridge, the School of
Baugor, Monaftery of Salisbury and fuch others, andto every Archiepifcopal or Epifco..
pal See in Brittain , both forthe affiving the old revenues and “priviledges of the
Archflamens and Flamens as others new and more ample, which he conferred unto them
and fuch as fhould fit and fucceed themtor ever, . i

Ny And we find in Antiquities, that in the very time of King Lucius, befides che Cq.
/3, thedral Churchesin Great Cities, there were others alfo builded in them, as namel
* Glocefter, Warcefter, €aerleon , and others s for we read of divers kinds of Churches in
them all, both Cathedral and ochers: King Lu¢ins was buried at Glocesfer in the Chupch
of the Chief orfirlt Order. The fame diftinétion is given for Winchefter, which necefla-
rily inferreth other Churches, oraChurch in either of them of inferiour Order ; for
the word firft proveth a fecond ; forthe Inferiour Churches, befides the Cathedral in
Caerleon they ave remembred in Hiftories, { Viz. of St. Fulius, and St, Azron ) (o of o-
ther Cities not inferiour unto thefe, Glocefer being then buca new, and no great Cicy .
we find others, as at dbington in Oxfordibire, dmsbury in Wiltfire, Cambridge, Stan-
ford and other places, where to have been Chrifian Churches in chat time, there is fill
Mr.Bre.307. fufficient teflimony left us. And to provide as well for the continuall maintainance and
g;;zl.Man.Hx‘ﬂ. repair of the houfe of God, at the fft founding “and building thereof, thefe -ancient
Ls.c 1. Schools or Univeriities of this Kingdom, which all now had received the faith and
HMath.Weft.an. Religion of Chrift, and (o were to be as Seminaries and Mothers of Chriftian Divinity
20}} - ..and holy learning, for prefervauon and upholding of Gods Church, King Lucin
Bulla Bomrti endowed with great priviledges and Immunities, that they might more quictly and’

‘é’;,};fj{eg',; diligently employ them(elves o their fo proficable and holy fludies. A

Cadw.an685.  This his Charter of priviledges ro the Univerlity of Cambridge, the Antiquaries there-
ﬁ’;‘;f'-m- of prove by divers Ancient Teftimonies. The Bull of Pope Homorins 1000, years
An.s31.diesy. 4803 the Charter of King Cadwalladrus 5 and King Arthur longbefore, wherein is con-
apud Cainm 1 tained that he granted to the Univerlity of Cembridge, as King Lucius with other
::.a/e Antig.  Kings had done before, to be free from all publick, Vediigalls, and burdens, that shey might
?ZZ”] Harding 1€, M0v€ freely and quietly wttend their fludies. “The like 1 may aflirm of Stanford,
Chronc,zs. - which from the time of King Bladud, untill it was incerdi@ed by St. Gregory for
foli2a. & the Pelagian herefie, continned an Univerficy, {oof Glamergan claiming but a lirtle lae
zqh’nMROIS ter original, Greeklade and Liechlade of fuch Antiquity, Bellifilum now Cxford asit
73[15’,:5;;”:4[: plcadegh. T‘herrfore whereas a late writer confidently fayeth, there were oo. Students,
poli 4rca, 1D ancient times, and others not fo well remembred 5 to all which now converred to
Cantib.gy de the faith of Chyift, and training up fpiricual Soldiers for che defence, profeflion
%{Zﬂii_]ld-_ angl maintainance thereof, we have{ufficiently grounds co affirm sKing Lucius gave che like
Dife.Brit.c.5, Priviledges as unto Cambridge, one and the fame reafon being for all, and yet befides
Tit.of Univer- thefe, which he found founded. before, he himfelf was founder of others, namely Baugor
fiie.p.146.  inJWales, which long continuedin that State, untill ic was after changed into” fo great
Srew lift. g Monaftery,that above 2000, Moncks,as our Hiftories teftifie abode there.A late Auchor tells

Bladyd Bul. P .
P;f}’c‘é’;{;’;‘f us of another Univerfity , for fo he callech it by the name. of decademia Legionenfis,

Jerip. the Univerf{ity of Caerlegion , which he would to have tobe Wesichejter, others rather
Twinl.de An-take it to be Caerlegion upon Usk in Glemorgan , making it a fourch difting place
ﬁi}gfﬁ, pre from the Metropolitan Church, and the feveral Churches of St Fulins , wherein were
Harrif:m,m,',, facred N“’}S: and St. daron of Canon Regulars. , _ '
Grafion In the time of Sixtus Bilhop of Rowe, reigned herein Brittain either Coillus or Lucius
Chron. his fon, accordingto the diverfity of opinions of feveral Authors 5 but feeing all Anti- -

Bal Lde fere quied 1 PN p .
Brimmf;. quities and Antiquarics confels fo many great and renowned things, and of fuch

in Congello labcur and difficulty ro have been performed, for receiving generally Chriftian Religion
Barnachoren. aud abandoning the Pagan fuperftitions in this Kingdom in the timg of K.Lucins,we muft not
Gal.Mon Bift. keep the crown of Brittain from him, long after the death of Pope Sixtus. Harding who

BIitL 1.c. 12, {aii b b Fochen: (rosrn : Fope , )
xvr';fb.r}/&,zf,. faich his. Father' Coi’lus reigned but 13. years, will make him King, all this Popes time,

603. wjhich Matthew of Weftminfter doth confirm , with four years addition ar leafk to the
Harding time of bisreign, inthe time of Pope Alexander before : And yet he makech the years of
gf;m; ¢.s0. f. his whole age, but 87. from which, if we dedult the whole terme berween the year 1240
Math.Weft.an. when the Monck of Weftminfter, {aith Lucius began his veign, until) che year 142. or 143
124, whenSt. Sixtus wasMartyred, toprove by all accounts, King Lecins reigned in fome part
Hardjng of the Papacy of Pope Sixtus, we make the time of his reign, bring very younge au the

flaron,c.sz._{- death of his Father, not {o many years as fomealeribe 5 Fobn Harding faich, Luycins King of
é?’}lenﬂ:ed Brittain re:g:ncd"j‘;. years, others allow but 53 years. , >
Hiff.of Brit. _ Hollenfhed in his Hiltory of Exgland vells us,that Lucius having broughe his people to pex-
fol.57. fedt light and underftanding of che true God,thax they needed nov e be deceived any longer
| | with
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with the ‘crafty temprations and feigned miracles of wicked {pirits, heabolithed all prow.
phane worfhippings of falfe Gods,and converted fuch Temples ag had beens dedicated to tﬁg‘i)r
fervice unto‘the ufe of the Chriftian Religion, and thus ftudying only how to advance che
glory of almighty God, and the knowledg of his word, without {eeking thevain glory of
worldly triumph, which is gotten with {laughter of many a guilclefs perfon, he lefc” his
Kingdom,though not enlarged with broader Dominion then he found it, yet greatly ‘aug- -
mented and enriched, with quiet reft, good ordinancesand ( thav which is ‘miore to be e~

- fteemed then all the reft ) adorned with Chriftian Religion, and pecfefily infiru@ted with
his holy word and dof@irine.  He reigned as fome write 21 years, though others . affirme
buttwelve.  Again fome ceflify that he reigned 77. others {ay 54. and Harrifos 43;. King
Lucius dyed wichout iffie by reafon whereof enfued much trouble as is faid before.

+_ Cancerning the firft inclination'of K. Lucius to chriftian Religion in the time of Popé

Higinius,  Mr. Broughton thus difcourfecth, Although I donot find it exprefly affirmed by a-
ny Antiquary buc Harding,that St. Higinius in that time Bilhop of Rome did fo particular-
ly giveafliftance and dire&tion in this bufinefs of our Brittaixs converfion, yet many and ve-
ry venowned Writers give fuch teftimony therein that we muft needs grant that to be
moft true which Harding affirmeth, and that after-coming Scribesand Copiers of their Hi-
fories have done the Authors wrong by their negligence or ignorance in writing one mar
for anothgr, Elnthetins for Higinius: for among others St. Bede as he is extant, fdich,that
King Lusius of Brittain did write to the Pope of Rome in the year of the Incarnation of our
Lord 136. that by his order and command he mightbea Chrifiian. The M, S. Antiquities
of the Church of Landsffmore ancient in probable judgment then St.Bedc;and writren by a
Brictain, which fhould not be ignorant in chat the greateft bufineffe of his Country, giveth
the fame teftimony of the fame year 1356, The ancient author of the Brittifh Hiftory alfoa
Britrain maketh KeLucis a chriftian inand before this year 156 in dire& termes. So Teflify«

_ eth-the old Hiftory called Brutus, ancient Records belongingto Guild-ball in London, the
Antiquitiss of St. Edwards lawes, Goceline in the life of St. Aug«fo wriceth Naucl, and di-
vers ancient {ngtfl'ufcripﬁ\: writers, whichI have feen, (aith the learned Mr. Br. :

[ENDS]
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